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expense of irrigation in the form of a higher price for the
land.
It was when the mountains were met, however, that the
real troubles of the company commenced. The battle
against the rocky bluffs round Lake Superior was as mere
child's play to what was encountered when the mountain
barrier was entered. The Government had surveyed a
route through the mountains, and its choice had fallen
upon the Yellowhead Pass, the lowest summit in the
range, which is only 3,723 feet above the level of the ocean.
It was the obvious portal through the mountains to the
coast, but the company decided to thread the chain farther
to the south. This decision aroused considerable criticism,
and the Government only relented by stipulating that if
the Rockies were penetrated at any other point it should
be at least 100 miles north of the International Boundary,
When the project was consummated it was stipulated that
grades should not exceed i in 52.8 feet, and the Yellow-
head fulfilled this requirement strictly to the letter.
However, the Government's requirements being fulfilled,
the line was forced through the range by way of the
Kicking Horse Pass, a high road used by the couriers du
bois for some years previously. But it proved a trying
piece of work. The river is a boiling stream and difficult
of approach. The mountains rear up on all sides, and in
order to force their way forward the engineers had to resort
to herculean efforts, spanning tumultuous streams and
carving narrow winding ledges on the sides of the moun-
tains. Moreover, it is a heavy up-hill pull for mile after
mile, until at last the summit is gained at an altitude of
5,329 feet. To gain this point the line winds in a bewilder-
ing manner, but the vistas of mountain scenery that are
unfolded are difficult to parallel out of Switzerland.
When this part of the work was taken in hand the
original arrangements comprised tunnelling beneath a
glacier and through the hump of Mount Stephen, but as
there was loud clamouring for the completion of the line,
this undertaking, which would have involved a great